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Horsell Allotment Association 
AUTUMN UPDATE  

WELCOME... 

It’s autumn, with a welcome slowing of the pace of 

jobs on the allotment; however there is still plenty to 

do to prepare for next year. In this update there is 

some news and also some requests to ensure that we 

maintain our sites at their best for all to enjoy. 

John Francis 

Chairman 

Bullbeggars Site Developments 
 
Many of you will have noticed the problems that 
we have had with the water supply to the Hut.  
Unfortunately the water supply arrangements in 
the original design could not cope with the   
summer watering need and often resulted in the 
supply being cut to the Hut. Affinity Water have 
now fitted a new mains supply and we hope the 
kitchen and toilet will be flush with water next 
summer. 
 
A long standing issue has been the building 
works on the west side of the site by the           
Salvation Army and Kestrel Way. The  developers 
have suggested that works will be complete by 
Christmas. We have had a meeting with them to 
discuss the fence line alongside plots 4 to 18 and 
the affected plotholders have been informed. 
Hopefully everything will be a lot neater and   
safer soon. 

LITTLEWICKS SITE          

CLEARANCE DAY 

SUNDAY 17th NOVEMBER 

9am 

 

On 7th September, Horsell Allotment Association 

showed a display at the Wisley Flower Show as part of 

the “Growing together” competition. Led by 

Littlewicks   plotholder, Uta, but with contributions 

from several plot holders from both sites, the HAA  

display was awarded Second Prize in the show. 
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Jobs to do this autumn 

Add manure to empty beds. 

Begin winter digging. 

Clear away dead plant           

material. 

Cover salads and oriental 

leaves with fleece to protect 

from frost. Empty beds with 

weed  supressing fabric. 

Sow broad bean seeds. 

Harvest brassicas, late-season 

salad crops, root vegetables. 

Plant onion sets, garlic,         

rhubarb, bare-root fruit bushes. 

Prune apple and pear trees and 

soft fruit bushes. 

Remove unwanted materials, 

waste wood and metal and 

weeds. 

Take down netting on fruit  

cages, supports for climbing 

vegetables. 

Tidy plot and adjoining paths.  

Orchards 
We have Orchard areas at both sites and very specific 
byelaws as to their use. Please can all members who use the 
orchards reacquaint themselves with those byelaws and    
ensure that they comply.  A copy of the byelaws can be found 
on the HAA website. The orchards need to be maintained just 
as your plots are. 
 

Pruning apples and pears (November to March)  
 
Winter pruning when the tree is dormant involves thinning 
out congested laterals and cutting out any really old ones 
that are failing to produce fruit. This will allow more air to 
circulate, thereby improving the general health of the tree, 
and encourage new, productive growth to pick up where old 
growth has left off. The only other pruning to consider is 
when the main stem has reached the desired height.          
Allotment by laws state that each tree can grow to a maxi-
mum height of 2.5m and width/diameter of 1m.  

Sun shines on third annual allotment BBQ 

Thank you to everyone who joined our annual association BBQ on 15th 
September. We had a good turn out with more than fifty people,  
members and their families enjoying lovely weather, yummy food and 
great company! Special thanks to Bob, Liz and Sarah for organising and 
to everyone for bringing such delicious side dishes and puddings. We 
hope to hold the event again in September 2020 and aim to announce 
the date at the 2020 AGM.  
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BONFIRES 
 
Bonfires are allowed on site from 1 October 
through to 31 March. Please make use of them to 
keep your plot tidy, but please do be mindful of 
other plot holders and adjacent housing. Consider 
the wind direction and where possible perhaps 
have bonfires mid-week rather than at weekends. 

COMPOSTING 

Composting is an environmentally friendly way of dealing 

with allotment waste, however it needs to be done correctly 

to  prevent it becoming a dumping ground for rubbish and a 

breeding ground for rodents. The RHS has some handy tips 

on composting: 

Choose the correct site and compost bin 

It is important to site your compost heap correctly,           

composting works best  when the material is not exposed to 

extremes of temperature and moisture because the microbes  

that convert allotment waste to compost prefer constant conditions.  Choose a site in shade or part shade. Purpose built   

compost bins work better and more quickly than open heaps or self built pallet constructions because they exclude rain, retain 

heat, allow drainage and let in some air. 

Don’t site your compost heap along the boundary lines of neighbours plots or by the site fences, if you ignore this advice the 

association may ask you to remove your heap. 

Get the right balance of materials 

Add 25 to 50% green materials to your compost like manure, grass clippings and green vegetable waste. 

The rest of the compost material should be woody brown material like prunings, straw and dead leaves. These need to be 

chopped up small to compost. 

Don’t add perennial weeds or diseased material to your waste, doing this will spread weeds and disease around your plot. 

Turn your heap 

You need to turn your heap every month to ensure that your beneficial microbes get enough air to breathe and do their work. 

This also helps prevent rodents setting home on your plot!  Whilst turning your heap you can assess the moisture levels in very 

dry weather you may need to add some water to your heap to prevent it drying out. 

How long does it take? 

It can take between 6 months and two years to successfully produce compost. 

It all seems a lot of bother? 

Not of us have enough time in our lives to nurture a compost heap. The association would encourage you to focus on keeping 

your plot neat and tidy and if you haven’t got time for effective composting please bag up your waste and take it to Martyrs 

Lane recycling centre or put it in your green bin at home.  

Notices 

Annual Rents 
A reminder that annual rent will be due in December, notices should be out to you by the end of November. There is no  
increase for 2020 but rents have not been increased for some time and so there is a strong possibility that we will need to 
raise them for 2021. If you are considering giving up please do contact us as soon as possible so that we can re let your plot 
quickly in January 2020. 

Sheds 
Please can everybody ensure that their sheds visibly bear their plot number. Also a reminder that our current bye laws    
stipulate that sheds should be no larger than 6’ x 4’ if they are larger we may make you take them down. 

Theft  
I am dismayed to report that there have been concerns this summer over theft of produce from some plots. Those who have 
reported missing crops are experienced members who know the signs of bird, animal and pest damage so sadly it does   
appear that we have a problem, only a small one, but still distressing. This will not be tolerated; anybody who is found to 
have taken produce from another   member’s plot without permission will have their membership withdrawn. 


